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BAPTISMAL EVANGELISM

I recently read the Epistle of First Peter, and the words
“Baptism now saves you” really stood out to me (see 1
Peter 3:18-22). As a result, I’ve been thinking a lot
recently about our commission and ministry from our
Lord Jesus Christ to “Go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:18-20). And
of course, our baptizing ministry to and for all peoples
and nations is preferably done within the assembly of
worship.

In worship, Christ is encountered. In the liturgy, Christ is
present and self-giving, and he is ever-addressing his
people. By the grace and power of the Holy Spirit, the
Son of God is active and present through his Word and
Sacraments. Consequently, a blessed assurance and
confidence runs high within Lutheranism concerning the
purpose of gospel proclamation and liturgical worship. In
particular, according to the Word of God, Christ and his
salvation are reliably encountered in Holy Baptism, in
Holy Communion, and in the Holy Scriptures.

In the Old Testament, Psalm 105:1-6 declares the
following... “O give thanks to the Lord, call on his
name, make known his deeds among the peoples. Sing
to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wonderful
works. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those
who seek the Lord rejoice. Seek the Lord and his
strength; seek his presence continually. Remember
the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and
the judgments he has uttered, O offspring of his
servant Abraham, children of Jacob, his chosen
ones.”

In this biblical song of praise, the “deeds” that are to be
made known to the “peoples” (i.e., the unbelieving
Gentile nations) are referring to the deeds of God in and
through his Covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.
God’s great covenantal acts are to be made known to the
nations, to both believers and unbelievers, through our
shared liturgical life by “singing” and “praising” and
“telling” and “remembering” God’s deeds of creation and
salvation. And the purpose of such liturgical worship by
the People of Israel was not merely for historical

remembrance but for an encounter with the Lord God
himself.

All of this is only intensified in the New Covenant. Our
Lord Jesus performs his words, deeds, miracles and
judgments in and through the worshiping assembly of his
Church. In fact, Martin Luther comments on Psalm 105
by saying there are two things that belong to the true
Christian believer: [1] The true believer has an illumined
recognition of the Lord’s words and deeds (they have
ears to hear and eyes to see the spiritual reality of things),
and [2] The true believer has God-given affections for
the Lord Jesus who is powerfully present in his Word and
Sacraments. Therefore, liturgical worship is not merely a
‘style of worship’ but a whole theology of worship.
Unbelievers hear the good news, and believers are
conformed to the likeness of the Lord God whom they
worship. In the liturgical assembly, Christ is present both
to make disciples and to deepen discipleship. And it’s
been said that the most solid and unwavering means of
God-inspired, liturgical and missional activity comes by
way of the Covenant of Holy Baptism.

In the great and global story of Christianity throughout
the ages, neither door-to-door canvassing, nor tent
revivals, nor even having stadium crusades have been the
greatest vehicle of Christian evangelization. In every age
of the Church of Jesus Christ, it’s Holy Baptism —
particularly infant baptism — that has been the
overwhelmingly greatest means of increasing, growing
and expanding the Church globally. Since ancient days,
Christians have babies and then bring those babies to
Christ (in faith) to receive Christ’s saving Covenant of
Holy Baptism, so that those infant children might one
day grow to accept and affirm God’s baptismal grace and
salvation for themselves by faith.

Through baptizing adults and children and infants alike,
the Lord Jesus has built into the New Covenant of Holy
Baptism an evangelistic feature that ensures the
propagation of faith and salvation in which the Lord
himself does all the saving work and receives all the
glory. So, if we desire to see growth for congregations of
the Church in our land, then every single one of us (both
pastors and parishioners) would do well to ask people if
they or their children have been baptized. And with this



one simple evangelistic question, we will find that a great
deal of gospel discussions will follow. In addition, we
need to especially encourage married couples to bring
their children to the waters of Holy Baptism.

A grace-filled theology and practice of Holy Baptism
keeps the Church evangelistic and mission minded.
Baptism is a mighty deed of the Lord, a miraculous act,
and an absolving judgment — giving us much about
which to praise and adore him. God’s grace in Christ
alone fills our mouths with true praise, and our worship
liturgy gives us the Bible-based words to do so.
Furthermore, the evangelism of Holy Baptism is
especially powerful when it takes place during our
Sunday morning worship service, and it’s been too long
(way too long) since the Sacrament of Holy Baptism has
been administered at Mt. Olive.

I have to say that a lot of my best evangelistic moments
have started with asking either of these simple questions:
“Are you baptized?” and “Has your child been
baptized?” So let us all commit to asking these simple
evangelistic questions among the people of our relational
circles more often. And let us always pray to God for
guidance concerning who and when to ask these
guestions.

Together in Christ’s Mission,
Pastor Tim

Pam’s Pearls of Prayer

Scripture of the Month: Psalm 42:1-2

“As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants
for you, my God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living
God. When can | go and meet with God?”
+++
Thought for the Month
As we approach the season of Lent, our thoughts turn
toward the sacrifices made by our Lord Jesus. We long to
follow His example and become what God intended us to
be, caring and sharing people. Our souls thirst for His
guidance toward a more God-inspired life so that people

will know we are Christians by our love.

+++

Prayer for the Month

Father God, we ask for your guidance in these troubling
times. Bring peace and love to all. Help us to show the
love, peace and joy that You want us to experience. In
the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen

Mt. Olive Preschool Update

February has been such a sweet month for us. We have
had so much fun celebrating Love for our Friends and
Families this month. We kicked off the month learning
about Fairytales. There are so many good Fairytale

stories, some of our favorites were, Jack in the Beanstalk,
Goldilocks and the three bears, and Cinderella! The
following week we learned about how we can show love
to other people by making cards, picking a flower, or just
giving someone a compliment. We had fun making
valentines gifts for our parents, and on Valentines day we
had a big pizza party and we handed out our valentine
cards to all of our friends. The following week was
Color science week which is one of our favorite weeks of
the year. We learned about primary colors, and
secondary colors. How we can mix colors together to
create a new color, and we learned about all the colors in
the rainbow! This week we celebrated Dr. Seuss
birthday and had a fun and wacky week wearing hats,
and silly socks, We had wacky day where we got to wear
our silliest outfits, we tried green eggs and ham and we
made a fun Red Fish Blue Fish Jello treat! It has been
such a fun month and with the weather starting to warm
up we know that spring is just around the corner and we
can't wait to see what fun spring brings!

Blessings
Mrs. Ashley, Mrs. Amanda, Mrs. Robyn, Miss Hannah,
and Mrs. Emily

Cinematic Fellowship Event

Our fellowship event this month was a trip to the Geffen
Theater for a showing of “Song of the Sea”. A fun time
was had by all!
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BIRTHDAYS IN MARCH

5 — Derek Zelaya
8 — Kirk Kurtz

13 — Hal Beesley
18 — Diana Plummer
8 — Sakura Tagawa 28 — Pastor Tim
10 — Dianne Osburn 28 — Kristen McVaugh

SOME MEETINGS & EVENTS FOR MARCH
5 — Ash Wednesday at MOLC (with LCIF) 7:00 pm

10 — Threads of Hope 9:00 am
11 — Church Council 7:00 pm
12 — Community Luncheon 12:00 pm
15 — Breakfast Bible Study at Panera 8:30 am
16 — Food Donation Sunday 9:30 am

23 — Worship with the Walter Hoving Home ~ 9:30 am

Tree Dedication Ceremonies

On Sunday, February 16" we dedicated a Blue Ice
Arizona Cypress tree in memory of Sheridan Chambers.
A conical Christmas tree shape was selected because
Christmas was Sheridan’s favorite time of the year.

TO:

“DATED MATERIAL — DO NOT HOLD

On February 23" we dedicated a Manzanillo Olive tree
in memory of Kyle Kurtz. The olive tree was selected
because of its significance in the Scriptures and for our
church, Mt. Olive.

Soup Suppers & Lenten Services

Our Lenten soup suppers and Lenten services will
begin on March 12™. They will continue throughout
Lent on March 19", March 26", April 2" and April
9™ Soup suppers begin at 6:15 pm with the service
following at 7:00 pm. The theme for this year’s
Lenten services is “The Five Luminous Mysteries of
Christ”...




